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Promised Power: The Gifts of the Spirit 
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1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (ESV): To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of 

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 

empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he 

wills. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:1 (ESV): Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially 

that you may prophesy. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:3 (ESV): …the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 

upbuilding [edification] and encouragement and consolation. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:4 (ESV): …the one who prophesies builds up the church. 

 

Both prophecy and interpreted tongues are given “so that the church may be built up.” 

(1 Corinthians 14:5 ESV) 

 

All Christians, in the use of their gifts, are to “strive to excel in building up the church.” (1 

Corinthians 14:12b ESV) 

 

Prophecy in the gathered assembly is designed “to instruct others.” (1 Corinthians 

14:19b ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 14:26 (ESV): What then, brothers? When you come together, each one 

has a hymn, a lesson [lit., a teaching], a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all 

things be done for building up.” 

 

1 Corinthians 14:15 (ESV): What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit [i.e., I will pray in 

tongues; emphasis mine], but I will pray with my mind also [i.e., in my normal language 

that both I and others can understand; emphasis mine]; I will sing praise with my spirit [a 

reference, no doubt, to singing in tongues], but I will sing with my mind also [in a 

language that I and others can understand]. 



 

1 Corinthians 14:18-19 (ESV): I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 

Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to 

instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 


