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You Asked For It: How do you know if a trial is a spiritual attack or just the nature 

of a fallen world? 

Jon Rychener  

 

Job 1:12 (NIV): The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your 

power, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then Satan went out from the 

presence of the LORD.  

 

Job 1:18-19 (NIV): …”Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the 

oldest brother’s house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and 

struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am 

the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 

James 1:2-8 (NIV): Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 

not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you 

must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 

blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from 

the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.  

 

Tool #1: Perspective 

 

James 1:2-3 (NIV): Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance.  

 

James 1:2-3 (NIV): Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance.  

 

Tool #2: Perseverance 

 

James 1:2-4 (NIV): Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 

not lacking anything.  



 

Tool #3: Prayer 

 

James 1:5-8 (NIV): If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you 

must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 

blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from 

the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.  


