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SERIES: TIME FOR A COMEBACK 

Part 2: Coming Back From Failure 

Cal Rychener 

 

John 8:2-11(NIV 1984): At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 

gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 

brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, 

“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to 

stone such women. Now what do you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in order to 

have a basis for accusing him. 

 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on 

questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If any one of you is without sin, let him 

be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, 

those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, 

with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are 

they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” 

Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 

Key #1: Recognize Your Need For Mercy! 

 

Luke 18:13 (NIV): But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 

heaven, but beat his breast and said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

 

Luke 18:14 (NIV): “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before 

God.”… 

 

Key #2: Refuse to Justify Yourself Before Your Accusers. 

 

1 Peter 2:23 (NIV): When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

 

Key #3: Rest In What Jesus Has Written! 

 

Romans 8:1(NKJV): There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 

Jesus,… 

 

James 2:13 (NIV): …Mercy triumphs over judgment 

 

Romans 12:2 (NIV): …be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

 

Key #4: Relinquish Your Own Rocks. 

 

John 8:7 (NIV 1984): …“If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at 

her.” 
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Galatians 6:1-2 (NIV 1984): …if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 

restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 

 

Matthew 7:3 (NIV): “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your own eye?” 

 

Key #5: Receive God’s Healing! 

 

John 8:10-11(NIV 1984): …“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, 

sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of 

sin.” 

 

Key #6: Respond With a New Path! 

 

The greatest failures in your story provide the greatest glimpses of his glory. 


