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Mark 1:16-20 (NIV): As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you 

out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without 

delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed 

him. 

 

3 Functions of a Follower of Jesus 

 

Function 1: They follow a person 

     

Philippians 3:8-9 (NIV): …I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him…  

 

Function 2: They surrender to Jesus  

   

Mark 8:34 (NIV): …“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me.” 
 

Mark 1:19-20 (NIV): When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee 

in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

 

Function 3: They fish for people 

 

Mark 1:17 (NIV): “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

 

Jeremiah 16:16 (NLT): “But now I am sending for many fishermen who will catch them…”  

 

Jeremiah 16:17-18 (NLT): “I am watching them closely, and I see every sin. They cannot hope to hide 

from me. I will double their punishment for all their sins, because they have defiled my land with 

lifeless images of their detestable gods and have filled my territory with their evil deeds.” 

 

2 Corinthians 6:2 (ESV): “…NOW is the day of salvation.”  

 



 
 

John 3:17 (NIV): For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through him. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:22 (NIV): “…I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 

might save some.” 


