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Joshua 7:4-12 (NIV): So about three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of 
Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as 
the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people 
melted in fear and became like water.  
 
Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord, 
remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their 
heads. And Joshua said, “Alas, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people across the 
Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content 
to stay on the other side of the Jordan! Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, now that 
Israel has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and the other people of the country 
will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What 
then will you do for your own great name?”  
 
The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; 
they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own 
possessions. That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their 
backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you 
anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction.” 
 
Amos 5:21-24 (NLT): “I hate all your show and pretense—the hypocrisy of your religious 
festivals and solemn assemblies. I will not accept your burnt offerings and grain offerings. I 
won’t even notice all your choice peace offerings. Away with your noisy hymns of praise! I will 
not listen to the music of your harps. Instead, I want to see a mighty flood of justice, an 
endless river of righteous living.” 
 
Four Required Elements for Repentance 
 
Element #1: Godly Sorrow  
 
2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIV): Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.  
 
Psalm 51:4 (NIV): Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so 
you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 
 
Element #2: Agreement  
 



Joshua 7:20-21 (NIV): Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of 
Israel. This is what I have done: When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, 
two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and 
took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”  
 
Element #3: Obedience 
 
Matthew 3:8 (NIV): “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” 
 
Element #4: Trust  
 
Joshua 8:1 (NIV): Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 
Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands 
the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land.” 
 
1 John 1:9 (NIV): If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 


