
9-19-21  
  

Made for Mondays 

The Problem of Gain 

Cal Rychener 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 (NIV 1984): For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
“If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 

 

2 Corinthians 9:8 (NIV 1984): And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

 

God is not against gain! 

 

Matthew 25:20 (NIV 1984): “The man who had received the five talents brought the other 
five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’” 

 

Constant Tension: The tension between earning money to live and living to earn 

money. 

 

Guardrail #1: The Guardrail of Obedience! 

 

Proverbs 13:11 (NIV): “…whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow.” 

 

Romans 1:5 (NIV): “…obedience that comes from faith…” 

 

Guardrail #2: The Guardrail of Generosity! 

 

2 Corinthians 9: 10-11 (NIV 1984): Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food, will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion… 

 

Gain doesn’t produce a heart of generosity. A heart of generosity produces gain. 

 

Guardrail #3: The Guardrail of Contentment! 

 

1 Timothy 6:6-8 (NIV): But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, 
we will be content with that. 

 



Hebrews 13:5 (NIV): Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what 
you have… 

 

Guardrail #4: The Guardrail of Balance! 

 

Matthew 16:26 (ESV): “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits 
his soul?...” 

 

Guardrail #5: The Guardrail of Godliness!  

 

1 Timothy 6:6 (NIV): But godliness with contentment is great gain. 


