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Learning Contentment: Embracing the Paradox of Contentment
Bruce Nielson

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV): But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

Paradox: A statement or situation that seems contradictory or absurd but may reveal a
deeper truth or logical complexity.

What if our weaknesses are NOT obstacles to contentment but perhaps the very road that
leads to it?

2 Corinthians 11:30-31 (NIV): If | must boast, | will boast of the things that show my
weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that | am
not lying.

2 Corinthians 12:5 (NIV): ... | will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV): But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.
Three Paradoxes of Contentment

Paradox #1: The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ Is Enough

Paradox #2: Our Weaknesses Become the Venue for God’s Power

2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV): But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness." Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on me.

Paradox #3: Redefining Strength Through Dependence Upon Jesus Christ

2 Corinthians 12:10 (NIV): That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.



Dear God,

| come before You today acknowledging my weaknesses and limitations. | confess the times |
have lacked contentment because of my inadequacies and wished | were stronger, more
capable, more sufficient in myself. | ask that You use these very weaknesses to teach me a
deeper truth—that Your grace is enough for me. Help me to understand, not just in my mind
but in my heart, that Your power is made perfect in my weakness. Let my limitations become
windows through which Your strength shines most brightly. When | am weak, may others see
not my failure, but Your faithfulness. When | stumble, may they witness not my inadequacy,
but Your sufficiency.

Father, teach me to depend wholly on Your strength rather than my own. Break me free from
the pride that says | must do everything in my own power. Instead, draw me into a place of
humble reliance where | lean completely on You. Transform my weaknesses from sources of
shame into testimonies of Your grace. Let them be constant reminders that | need You—not
just occasionally, but in every moment, every breath, every step. Thank You that You don't
require my perfection but instead offer Your perfect love. Thank you that true contentment
comes from You and not from my own successes. Thank You that where | am weak, You are
strong.

In Jesus' name, Amen.



