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THE ORIGIN OF GOVERNMENT 

Genesis 9:5-6 (NIV): “…And from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of 
another human being. Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the 
image of God has God made mankind.”  

THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT 

Biblical Role #1: To Protect Life, Preserve Life, And Promote the Common Good of a Society 

Romans 13:1-3 (NIV): Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 
those who do so will bring judgement on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, 
but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 
right and you will be commended.   

Acts 5:29 (NIV): Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings!”  

Biblical Role #2: To Serve God and Seek the Good of the People, Not Themselves 

Romans 13:4 (NIV): For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good…  

Matthew 23:4 (NIV): “They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s 
shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.” 

Biblical Role #3: To Punish and Deter Wrongdoing 

Romans 13:4 (NIV): …But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. 
They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  

1 Peter 2:13-14 (NIV): Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the 
emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to commend those who do right.  

Ecclesiastes 8:11 (NIV): When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, people’s hearts are 
filled with schemes to do wrong.  

 

 


