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Matthew 5:7 (NIV 1984): “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”  

 

James 2:12-13 (NIV 1984): Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the 

law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 

has not been merciful.   

 

Mercy triumphs over judgment.  

 

What judgment has damaged, mercy can restore!  

 

5 keys to cultivating a more merciful spirit in our own lives.    

 

Key #1: Acknowledge Your Own Need for God’s Mercy!  

 

Ephesians 2:1-5 (NIV 1984): As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 

the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of 

us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and 

following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But 

because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ 

even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  

 

Hebrews 4:16 (NIV 1984): Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, 

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  

 

Key #2: Adopt God’s Standard in Extending Mercy!  

 

Be as merciful with others as God has been with you.  

 

Matthew 18:32-35 (NIV 1984): “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked 

servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t 

you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his 

master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he 

owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 

brother from your heart.”  
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Key #3: Remember Your Own Faults First!  

 

Matthew 7:3-5 (NIV 1984): “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s 

eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your 

brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in 

your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will 

see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.”  

 

Galatians 6:1 (NIV 1984): Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual 

should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.  

 

Key #4: Renounce a Spirit of Judgment.  

 

Matthew 7:1 (NIV 1984): “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.”  

 

Key #5: Consider the Law of Measures!  

 

Matthew 7:2 (NIV 1984): “For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, 

and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  

 


